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How to write a resolution paper 
 

Basics: 
 
Who writes a resolution paper: Any delegate may write a resolution paper. The writes is 
known as the sponsor. Often there are multiple sponsors 
 
What tow write: the solution to the proposed problems of the committee 
 
 

Heading: 
 
This part will contain four things: the committee name, the sponsors, the signatories, and the 
topic

 
 
The committee name and topic should be clear and understandable. The sponsors are mainly 
the authors of the resolution, they might not agree with the entire resolution and might want it 
debated. Most committees may require a minimum number of sponsors to put the resolution 
on the floor. 
 

Perambulatory Clauses 
 
This portion of the resolution mainly states the issues that the committee wants to resolve. 
These clauses may include: 
 
§ Past UN resolutions, treaties, or conventions related to the topic 
§ Past regional, non-governmental, or national efforts in resolving this topic 
§ References to the UN Charter or other international frameworks and laws 
§ Statements made by the Secretary-General or a relevant UN body or agency 
§ General background info formation or facts about the topic, its significance, and its impact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Copyrights Publications Team FORMUN 15, FCC 

 
Sample Preambulatory Clauses: 
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Sample Preambulatory statements: 

 
 
To write a Preambulatory clause, just take a statement that you want to mention and combine 
it with a phrase. All preambulatory phrases must be bold and underlined 
 
In general you have more Operative clauses that Preambulatory 
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Operative clauses: 
 
 
These are the solutions to the problems that have been proposed by the sponsors of the 
resolution paper. These address directly, the issues pointed out in the above Preambulatory 
Clauses. 
 
To write a clause, just take the solution that you want to propose and add an Operative Phrase 
to it. 
Sample Operative Phrases: 
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Sample Operative Clauses 
 

 
 
Each Phrase must be highlighted. 
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Amendments 

Approved draft resolutions are modified through amendments. An amendment is a written 
statement that adds, deletes or revises an operative clause in a draft resolution. The 
amendment process is used to strengthen consensus on a resolution by allowing delegates to 
change certain sections. The committee must vote upon the amendment before it is added to 
the draft resolution. 

The author(s) of the amendment will need to obtain a required number of signatories in order 
to introduce it (usually 20 percent of the committee). Prior to voting on the draft resolution, 
the committee votes on all unfriendly amendments 

Vocabulary 

The words used in resolutions tend to be very long and sound official. This is not merely a 
means of displaying how literate diplomats are; these words are carefully selected based on 
their exact meaning, so as to eliminate all ambiguity when delegates are absolutely decided 
on what to do, or to create ambiguity when the issue is too controversial. 

Bringing a Resolution to the Floor for Debate 

A draft resolution must always gain the support of a certain number of member states in the 
committee before the sponsors (the delegates who created the resolution) may submit it to the 
committee staff. Many conferences require signatures from 20 percent of the countries 
present in order to submit a draft resolution. A staff member will read the draft resolution to 
ensure that it is relevant and in proper format. Only when a staff member formally accepts the 
document and assigns it a number can it be referred to in formal debate. 

In some cases a delegate must make a motion to introduce the draft resolution, while in other 
cases the sponsors are immediately called upon to read the document. Because these 
procedures can vary, it is essential to find out about the resolution process for the committee 
you plan to be a delegate of. 

 
 

 


